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DECLARATION 
Clergy of FRANCE; "MY 


Of their Opinion concerning the Eccleſiaſtical Power: 


Whereln is ſet forth, 
That the King is is Tididunbin in Things Temporal. 


That General Councils are above the Pope. 
T hat the Popes Power is to be limited by the Antient Canons. 


That the Popes Dec ſs irons are not Infallible without the Conſent of the , 
Church. 
Together with the ſale, 
Declaration of the CLERGY, CET, 
As they were Regiſtredin the PAR LIAM ENTof PARIS, 
the 23 of March 168 2: | 
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EDINBURGH, | 
Re-printed by the Heir of Avdrew Anderſon, Printer to His moſt Sa- 
cred Majeſty, 1682: 
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The K]ING*&s Edi&, upon the De- 
 claratloh made by the Clergy of 
France, of their opinion concetn- 
ing the Eccleſiaſtical Povver. 


O U IS By the Grace of G@D, King of France and Na- 
varre, Toall preſent and to come , Greeting. Although it 
F be a certain and unconteſted Truth, Eſtabliſhed upon the 
Words of Chrift Himſelf, That Our Crown is Independent of any 
Power but that of GOD alone 3 We have however received with 
Satisfaction the Declaration which the Deputies of the Glergy o 
France, Aſſembled by Our Permiſſion in our good City of Paris, 
have preſented to Us containing their Opinion touching the Ecclefi- 
aftical Power : And We have ſomuch the more willingly hearkned 
to the, Requeſt which the faid Deputies .have made to Us to cauſe 
the ſaid Declaration to be publiſhed, for that, it being made by an 
Aſſembly compoſed of ſo many perſons equally recommendable for 
their Virtue and Learning, and who have withſo much Zeal employ- 
ed rhemſclves in whatever may be of advantage to the Church , and 
Our Service; the Wiſdom and Moderation with which they have 
expreſſed the Opinion that ought to behad on this Subject, may ve 
much contribute to the confirming Our Subjeds in theReſpeR, hich 
they, as well as We, ought to have for the Authority, which God 
- has given to the Church , and to the taking away, atthe ſame time 
from the Miniſters of the pretended Ref5rmed Religion the pretext 
they take , from the Books of ſome Authors, ro render the power 
of the Vifible head of the Church, and the Center of Eccleſiaſtical 
'Unity,, Odious. . For theſe Cauſes, and other good and weighty 
Confiderations, Us thereunto moving, after having cauſed the faid 
Declaration to be examined in Our Council, . We have by this Our 
preſent, perpetual, and irrevocable Edi, Said, Eſtabliſhed and Or- 
dained, doSay, Eſtabliſh, and Ordain, We Will , and it pleaſeth 
Us,” That the ſaid Declaration of the Opinion of the Clergy concer- 
ning the Ecclefiaſtical power, hereunto affixed, under the Seal of Our 
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| A gong 
Chancery, beRegiſtred in all oe Courts of Parliament, Bailliwicks, bo 
Senechalfies, Univerſities and Faculties of Divinity , and the Ganon 
Law, in our Kingdom, Countries, Lands, and Stegnenrtes under our 
Obedience: | 
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'E forbid all our Subjets, and all Strangers being in our 
Kingdom, as well Secularsas Regulars, of what orgers au I | 
gregation, or Society they are, to teach in their Houſes, Colledges;” | 
or Seminaries,. Of th write an 


thing cpurrary to the q@rins [eyn- 
tained inkhelini. ' -* fe dried ePoGtn ls To 
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Welconfihafnit thoſe which ſhall for the farufe'Be oferto-——©« | 
teach Divinjtzin- the-Colledpes of every! Wniverſity, whether they be by | 
Seculars dr Regulars , fhall before they” perform tHat FunRion in 
the Colledges or Houſes Secular or Regular, ſubſcribe the ſaid De- 
claration in the Regiſtries of the Faculties of Divinity ,, and promiſe to : 
tcachthe Dpftrine thereincottamed 4, and that the Syndicsof the Faw | 
culttes of Divigury ſball preſent to the Ortditaricsof the-Places, and to | 
the Atturnics Genera, Copies of the fa: Subſcriptions, ' Signed. by 
the Regiſters of the faid IL . Sn.» 2 NO 
£ Lids 6 anos Es ach ear FE Fe 5 0 :1 


- That in alFrhe Colledges and Hoſes of the ſard Umverfities, where” | 
there! ſhall be many Profeſſors, whether Seculars or Regulars, -One- y- 
of them ſhall be. obtieged ery year t&reach the DofQrine cotitain® © 
e& iithe ſaidDeclaration+ arid' tit the Colledges where there ſhall Cl 
be only one Þtofeffor, he flrall be oblitged to teach theſame every © $4: 
rye... ooo: Om COP oo os 73 : 


_ We' Command the 'Syndics of the Faculty ofDivmity to preſent © | 
every yeat, before the Opening of the LeQures, to'the Archbifheps ' |: 
or Bithops of the places wierethey areeſtabliſhed, and to ſend to Our 1 9H 
Atturnies General the Names of the Profeffors who ſhallhave the charge ; 
af Teaching the ſaid DoQtrine 3 and We Command the. ſaid Profeſ- | \ 
ſors to preſent to the ſaids Prelates, and ' to Our Atturnies General - | | 


the Writings which they ſtiall diCtate-to their Schollars, when they 
ſhall be by them thereto req aired. 


_ Wewill, That no Batchelor, whether Secular or Regular, ſhall 
for the tuture be Licenſed in Divinity, or the Canon Law, nor re- 


ceived a Door, till he has maintained the ſaid Do@rine m one of | L 

his Theſes, whichhe ſhall make appear to thoſe that have right of con- ſs 

ferring the ſaid Degrees in the Univerſities, 7 

"FS 
We Exhort, and alſo Enjoyn all Archbiſhopsand. Biſhops of Our 

Kingdom, Countreys, Lands and Segneuries under Our Obedience, - it 

to employ their Authority in cauſing the DoGrine contained in BE | 
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ſaid Declaration of the ſaid Deputies of the Clergy to be taught in 
their Dioceſles. SIT 
We Command the Deans, and Syndicsof the Faculties of Divinity; 


to takecare of the Execution of theſe Preſents, on pain of anfivering 
_. the contrary in their ownand private Capacities. 


. 
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. So We give Charge to Our Well- beloved and Truſty holding Our 
Courts of Parliament, that they cauſe theſe Our preſent Letters , in 
form of an Edi, to be Read, Publiſhed, and Regiſtred, together 
with the faid Declaration of the Clergy, inthe Regiſtries of Our ſaid 
Courts, Bailliwicks, Senechalfies, and Univerſities within their Juriſ- 
diQion, and that they ſee the ſame obſerved, without ſuffering any 
contravention therein dire&lyor indireQly 3 and that they proceed 


againſt the Offendersin ſuch manner as they ſhall think fit, according 


to the Exigency of the cafe 3 for ſuch is Our pleaſure. And thatthe 
fame _ remain firm and eſtabliſhed forever, We have cauſed Our 
Seal to be put to theſe Preſents. | x ER 

Given at St, Germaits in Laye, in the Month of WHKarch, in the 
year of Grace 1682. and of Our Reign the 39th. | 


Signed | LO U1S; 


And lowes; Jythe King, Colbert 3 Viſa, k TelMer;” and Sealed with the 
great Seal on Green-Wax, 
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\ Regiſtred, The Atturney-General being heard, .and requiring it 
that they may be put iti Execution; according to their Form and Te- 
nor, purſuant to the Order of this Day. - At Paris in. Parliament; 


DONGOI1S. 


. the 23 of March 1682. 


Sipned. 


—_— 


CET 


The Declarajidr. of the Clergy of France, concefhing the Ecilefpuaſtical 


Pomex. 


A Af Aiy there are who endeavour toinvadethe Decrees and Libet- 


,Y & ties of the Gallican Church (with ſo much Zeal contended for 
by our Anceſtors) and even to undermine the Foundation of then; 
which is Built upori the Holy Canons ; and the Tradition of the Fa- 
thets 3 rior are thoſe wanting , who under pretence of thoſe Liber 
18s, are not afraid to leſſeri the Siiprematy of St. Peter; and his Suc- 
ecliors; the Popes of Roine, Inticared by Chriſt, the obtdince thu 
t 


. 


| | : 
| to them from all Chriſtians, and the Majeſty of the Apoſtolick See 
( revered by all people ) wherein the Faith is Preached, and the 
Unity of the Church preſerved. Neither do the Hereticks omit any 
thing, whereby they may render the power, by which the peace of 
the Churchis preſerved, grievousand odious to Princesand their Sub- 
jets, and by theſe Frauds they withdraw the Simple from the Com- 
munion of their Mother the Church , and of Chriſt : To prevent 
which Evils, we the Archbiſhops, and Biſhops, met at Paris, by the 
« KingsCommand, repreſenting the GaJlican Church, with other E:- 
- clefiaſtical Perſons, deputed together with us, have after Mature de- 
tiberation,thought fit that the following Articles ſhould be eſtabliſhed 
and declared. 
T. | : | 
That the power of thingsSpiritual, and ſuch as belong to our eter- 
.nal Salvation, was given by God toSt. Peter, and his Succeſlors Chriſts 
Vicars, and to his Church, but not thatof things Civiland Temporal: 
our Lord ſaying, My Kingdom is not of this World, And again, Ren- 
der therefore wnto Ceſar the things that are Czfars, and anto.Ged the 
things that are Gods, And thisis meant by the Words of the Apoſtle, 
Let every Sonl be ſubjef-to the Flagher Powers ; For all power is from God, 
and all powers are ordained by God : He therefore that reſifteth, reſtſteth 
the Ordinance of God. That therefore Kings and Princes are not, by 
the Command of God, ſubje& in things Temporal, toany Ecclefiaſtt- 
cal Power, neither can they direfly, or indireQly, be Depoſed by 
the power of the Keys of the Church, nor their Subjects be Head from 
their Duty and Obedieyce, and Oath of Allegiance. And that this 
” Opinion neceſlary for the publick Peace , and no leſs nſeful to the 
Church than the State, is to be: Maintained asaltogether agreeableto 
the Word of God, the"Tradition of the Fathers, and the Examples of 
the Saints. Ih OT _ 
IL 


But that this full Power of things Spiritual, 1s ſo in the Apoſtolical 
« See, and St. Peters Succeſlors, the Vicars of Chriſt, as that withalthe 
Deereets of the Holy Oeconomical Council of ConS7ans, made inthe 
4th and 5th Seſſions, concerning th Authority of General Councils, . 
' Which have been approved by the Apoſtolick See, and Confirmed by 

the pradtice of thePopgs of Roxze,and of the whole Church,and always 
Rehigiouſly obſerved by the Gallican Church, are in full Force, and 
continue unalterable. And that the Gallican Church condems thoſe 
that would take from the force of thoſe Decrees, asif their Authority 
wasdoubted, orleſs approved, or would apply them only to the times 
of Schiſms. £ w_ | 


That therefore the uſe of this Apoſtolick power, is to be Moderat- 
ed by the Canons, made by the Spirit of God, and Conſecrated by 
the Reverence of the whole World. That likewiſe the _— Cu- 
epmerin Cs — - Omes, - 
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ſtomes, and Statutes, received by the Crown and the Gallican Church, 
are of Force ; and that the Bounds fixed by the Fathers > ought to 
remain unremoved ; and that 1t concerns the Greatneſs of the Apoſto- 
ſtolick Sce, that the Statutesand Cuſtomes, confirmed by the conſent 
of ſo great a See, and of the whole Church, ſhould be Eſtabliſhed 
upon a firm Foundation, 
TV; . 
That in Queſtions concerning Faith, the Pope has the chief part,and 
that all and fingular Churchesare concerned in his Decrees; But that 


however his Deciſions are not unreformable without the conſent ofthe 
Church. 
V. 


Which Dodtines wehave received from the Fathers, doDecreeto 
be ſen to all the Gallican Churches, and to the Biſhops by the Holy 


Spirit preſiding over them , that we may all ſay the ſame thing, and 
be all of the ſame Mind. | 


Signed by 
The Archbiſhop of Paris, Preſident. 
The Arckbiſhop of Rheims. 
Six other Archbiſhops. i : 
By 26 Biſhops, and the ret of the Deputies of the Clergy. 


Regiſtred in the Parliament of Paris, the 2 3 , of March, 1682, 
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